
Notes for 

Level:  Grades 1-3 

Recommended # of Players: 3 

Materials: Deck of Salute cards (4 each of numbers 1-10) or number 
cards from standard deck of playing cards 

Math Skills: Addition of 2 numbers, 1-10; missing addends, 1-10; 
subtraction

Mathematical benefits: 

Salute is designed to encourage fluency in addition and subtraction using 

numbers 1-10.  Students are given a total, and can see the addend their 

opponent holds, which then requires them to find a missing addend.  This 

form of questioning asks students to consider the part- whole relationships 

in numbers.  Although the announcer does not hold a card, he or she must 

initially add the numbers and give the players their sum.  The announcer 

must also check the other student’s answers, and is therefore actively 

involved in computations.  
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Materials: Salute Cards (4 each of numbers 1-10) 

Number of players:  3 

Objective:  To collect the most cards by figuring out your opponent’s number. 

How to play: 

1. Players decide which two players will play against each other and which
player will be the announcer.

2. The announcer deals the cards to the two players
so that each player has the same number of
cards.  Players put the cards face down in a stack
in front of them, without looking at the cards.

3. The two players face each other. When the
announcer says “Salute!”  the two players take
their top card from their stack and without looking
at it, hold it on their forehead so that the other
player can see the number.

4. The announcer tells the players the sum of the
two numbers.

5. The two players each have one chance to tell the announcer what number
card they are holding. If they are correct, they keep their card. If they are
wrong, they must give their card to the other player.

6. The winner is the player who collects the most cards.

7. The winner becomes the announcer for the next round.
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